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CURRENT INTELLIGENCE NENORARDUN
SUBJRECT: Sihanouk's Concerns
1. Begimning with » highly ewotionsl speech on
s November, Sihanovk has suggested ¢hat he is sbout to
eurtail relations with the West, move closer to the
%loc, and move rapidly toward the socislization eof the
Cambodian economy. | 25X1
3. In his 5 November speoch he threatened to reject 25X6

a1l western aid iz favor of reliance on the bloc unless
the emissions of Radioc Xhwer Serei cesned by years end.
it s eg from clandestine trassaitters

Al =1

| 25X1
ated intermitian ring

swall dissident Caabodian wovenent known as the Khmer

serei (Free Cambodis) 25X6

Leaders o group are two heT

; T Son Ngoc Thanh, Cambodin's Prime Minister in
1945; and Sam Bary, boy wonder of Cambodiasn pestwar ad-
ainistrations untilhis fell from political grace in 1958.

4. The Ebmer Serei constitutes 2 motley assenblsge
of only a few hundred 11l-equipped and poorly trained
mercenaries. It has mo discernible following inaide Can-
m :nd has little more than nulssnce potential from
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5. &5 an soti-Sibanouk instrumest used in the
abortive Dap Chhuon coup plot of late 1958 and eurly
1938, the Khmmr Serel vesched the monith of its power

in teres of arms and supplies]

wt&g. Sihanouk's latent suspicion of US inten-
ions toward his coutroversial neutrality stance may
kave led him to comclude that there is a chance that
m~mam1wﬂxmuhwmammmm
throw, Ho may see in s rejuvenated counterofieasive
mmtmvmmsbymmmmm. & danger
that soonsr or later the US and South Vietnam will coms
to the conclusion that Cambodia's neutrality stands in
the way of complete victory, %

7. The XKhmer Serei problesm, whils a serious one,
ay ia fsct be nore syspiomatic than 1 in terms
of Sikanouk's attitude. Sihanouk bad#lcally views Chi-
Noss Communiiim as inevitably the dominant foree in
Southeast Asia and, sccordingly, is careful to spintain
friendly relations with Peiping. In a more ienedinte
sense, Silanouk believes that a mil tary victory cannot
&: woR ageinst the '1’;::' Cang and thet the only slim hape
of preventiasg a compiete Commuais t takeover in adjacent
Mﬁmuwammiiatnlm_ « Toward this
ond, ho reitersted last week, a proposal for s neutral
belt to iaclude Laos, Cumbodia, and South Vietams,
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8. Ve would heutate to diswins Sihancuk ‘s concerns
hreats s

25X6
25X1

: ' , ,ualwmm:tysimwwmm

auyi natranutm is the only hope for Scutheast Asia.
Byt his basic intereats are the perservation of Cambodiz's

. isdependence and the royal house and we doubt that he

- ml: go very far in gtviu the bloe free run inside his
country.

9. Before the current flare up he had already ac-
m t:rn Mﬁi:t MiG-17's, ome MIG-15 trainer, and
pleces say secept aore ajlitary equipment
- from the USSR and Communist China. But we doudt that he
will wish to become principally dependent on th&m sSOUrces ]
for scononic and military assistasce, s
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